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Archaeology of North America
The western hemisphere has the Americans as the inhabitants. The founding population of the new world may have entered western hemispheres in three primary methods. These methods involve the following: the Bering Land Bridge and the Solutrean theory, and the Kelp Highway Hypothesis.
The first methods by which the founding populations of the new world may have entered in western hemisphere involve the Bering Land Bridge theory (Hopkins, 1959) it is believed that a small human population arrived in Beringia from Siberia. This was during the last maximum glacial and lowest sea level that was about 500 feet lower than today. They then expanded to the western hemisphere when the glaciers blocking the way southwards occurred. This theory according to (Hopkins, 1959) had weaknesses which included: first there is no evidence that people lived in Beringia. Secondly, no evidence shows the past relationship between modern Native Americans and Asians. Apart from having weaknesses the theory also has strengths which includes: first, during the last ice age, the ice sheet was fed by the oceans opening Siberia and North America and also creating a bridge which was referred to as Beringia which later the Beringia's used to enter the western hemisphere. Also, the mitochondrial DNA present in the Americans is similar to that of the Siberian people 20000 years ago. Lastly, it is also evident that the first people to reach the western hemisphere used the Bering land bridge (Hopkins, 1959).
Solutrean is another theory that explains the methods used by North Americans to enter the western hemisphere. The theory speculates that the first migration to the western hemisphere took place from Europe during the last glacial maximum. It claims that the people migrated by boat to North America along North Atlantic Ocean’s pack ice. It is also believed that they introduced the Clovis technology of tool making. According (Vigeant, 2017) this theory had several weaknesses which included: the theory claim that the people migrated using boats whereas there is no evidence of boat and tool making in the Solutrean sites. Secondly, there is a big gap between when the Clovis tools began to be seen in archaeological records and when the North Americans could have crossed Atlantic through the ice bridge. Thirdly according to genetic studies, there are no descendent populations present in the genome of ancient Native Americans. Lastly, no radiocarbon dates of Clovis sites reveal the method or procedure used by the North Americans to get into the western hemisphere. This theory also had its strength, which is there were similar tools discovered in America similar to those made in Europe (Straus, 2000).
The third method involves the Kelp Highway Hypothesis.it explains that Americans entered the western hemisphere following the north Pacific coastlines from Asia. The hypothesis had strengths like; the archaeologists and anthropologists have come across some pre –Clovis sites in the western hemisphere. This method still has a weakness since the Clovis sites which are used as evidence lack the cultural artefacts (Erlandson et al., 2007).
In conclusion, the Beringia theory seems to be more relevant since unlike other theories there is a genetic mitochondrial DNA evidence that proves that the method of north Americans entry into the western hemisphere. The Kelp Highway Hypothesis seems less relevant since it has no solid evidence in that the tools used as evidence lacks cultural artefacts. 
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